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State Deputy’s Message  
My Brother Knights in Christ, 
With the visit by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI to the United 
States, we as Catholics have a had a renewal of our Faith and a 
wonderful message of Hope that will carry us and maybe non 
Catholics alike far into the future.  His Holiness’ visit was very 
positive for us all and Lisa and I were extremely proud to be able to 
represent all of the California Knights at the Mass held at Yankee 
Stadium in New York City. What an emotional and memorable 
Mass it was too!  We were joined by Supreme Director and IPSD 
Emilio Moure and Rebeca Moure, who also attended the Mass in Washington DC along 
with Supreme Master Joseph and Nancy Schultz and State Chaplain Fr. John Grace.  
Please continue your prayers for our Holy Father and for the canonization of our founder 
Father Michael J. Mcgivney. 
Kudos to the following for bringing a new Council (14499) to fruition in the San Joaquin 
Chapter:  District Deputy Natividad Garcia, Former DD Eugene Davis, and Field Agent 
Emanuel Ponte.  Forming a new Council is not always an easy task, but by showing a lot 
of diligence and passion it can happen and be very satisfying when completed.  I know that 
there are many Councils being worked on and I would like to see them chartered before 
June 30th.  Those of you who are working hard to make that a goal, please continue your 
efforts bring in that new council. 
The State of California is moving up the ladder towards our Supreme membership goal. As 
May 1st, we are at 109%.  With the final membership drive held April 26-27, all Chapters, 
Districts and Councils should go much farther to realize their goals.  Arrowhead Desert 
Valley Chapter is still qualified for the Bishop’s Award with San Gabriel Chapter almost 
there.  All other Chapters have an opportunity to reach that goal too before June 30th and 
be able to present a $1,000.00 check to your Bishop for his Seminarian Fund.   
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The State Convention is almost upon us—May 15-18.  I hope that all who plan on 
attending have taken care of the proper paper work—delegate forms, hotel, and 
registration forms for events. There are many activities that all will be able to enjoy—
Masses, tours, ladies luncheon, banquet, entertainment, golf, convention business and all 
of the camaraderie that takes place amongst our Brother Knights and their wives and 
families. Let’s make our 106th annual meeting a great one.  Lisa and I hope to see all of 
our friends there. 
Yours in Faith, Charity and Family, 
James R. Scroggin 
State Deputy 
 

STATE DEPUTY’S MARCH TO 65K  

State Deputy Jim Scroggin has set a challenge for the Councils of the 
California Jurisdiction---to reach net membership of 65,000 by June 30, 2008. 

To celebrate this achievement, the 65,000th member, his sponsor, his Grand 
Knight and their wives will join the State Deputy and his wife and State 

Chaplain, Fr. John Grace, on a three day cruise from Los Angeles to Mexico. 
Let’s turn up the heat on membership and make this happen!! 

NEW MEMBER HONOR ROLLS 

Each new member between now and June 30, 2008 will also be put on one of 
twelve Honor Rolls, one for each Diocese in California.  These Honor Rolls 

will then be presented to the Bishops of each Diocese. 
For Questions or More Information Contact: 

State Office - 909-434-0460 

 

Family of the Month 
The following are the California winners of the "Family of the Month" contest, obtained 
through a random drawing held at the Supreme Council office from among many 
nominees submitted by councils throughout the order.  

March 2008 
Family of 

David & Susan Bugelli 
Council 5696 – San Dimas 
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State Chaplain’s Message  
Greetings to you all and to your families. 
I think it is true to say that before his arrival in the U.S., 
Americans were waiting to see and experience for 
themselves Benedict XVI’s spirituality, intellect and 
humanity.  They had heard many comments through the 
media.  Upon his arrival they saw the Pope happy to be 
here in our midst, happy and eager to meet Americans at 
all levels, and the crowds responded with great 
excitement.  All the events in which he participated were 
marked by festivity, warmth, mutual understanding and 
admiration. 
And from the Pope’s point of view, reflecting on his trip, 
he said:  

"I give thanks to God for abundantly blessing this singular missionary experience of 
mine and deigning to make me an instrument of the hope of Christ for that Church 
and that country….  I discovered a tremendous vitality and a decisive will to live and 
to witness to the faith in Jesus." 

The theme of his visit was "Christ Our Hope", and he certainly embodied that virtue as he 
uplifted people’s spirits everywhere.  I think he took the country by surprise, and that 
means not just Catholics, but the whole country, or at least anyone who bothered to watch 
him on television or listen to any one of his nineteen talks and homilies.  He had a message 
and a challenge for people in all walks of life.  He brought us a renewed hope in ourselves, 
in our Church, in our bishops and priests, and he invites us to face the future with 
confidence in the Spirit of the Lord.  He opened the doors for a spiritual uplifting after the 
devastation of the last few years.  Could we not say that is was like a New Pentecost?  The 
Spirit spoke through our Holy Father, and people everywhere listened!  It now remains for 
us to take his words seriously, and ask the Spirit to “fill the hearts of the faithful” so that 
we can “renew the face of the earth”.  So, let us, as Knights, move forward with faith and 
confidence, seeking unity through charity and fraternity. 
It was my great privilege to be present at the Nationals Stadium in Washington DC for the 
Pope’s Mass.  Believe me, it was an awesome privilege, and this was made possible 
because of financial help from the State Office, the Orange Chapter, my local Assembly 
and Council.  Thank you all again and again for this unique honor and spiritual experience. 
Many thanks to our Knights and your families for all you do to build up the Body of Christ 
here in California. 
Your fellow Knight and Chaplain, 
Fr. John P. Grace, o.s.a., State Chaplain. 
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Recruitment Chairman’s Report 
Don’t stop recruiting.  You are doing outstanding, but do not stop recruiting.  As of April 
30, 2008 you have recruited 3,131 new members.  However, our net membership gain is 
only 1,984.  The current chapters leading in recruitment are: 
 Chapter    New Members Membership Coordinator  
 Arrowhead/Desert valley   477   Tom Walsh 
 Northern California   379   Gerald Fong 
 Orange County    331   David Walker 
Please continue to recruit qualified Catholic gentleman and make a strong effort to retain 
the members we have. On April 26 and 27, 2008 we held our third and last Statewide 
Recruit Drive of the year.  It produced hundreds of prospects.  We need to continue to hold 
information forums, followed by First, Second and Third Degrees.  Please ensure sponsors 
accompany their candidates to all degrees. It is imperative that Insurance Field Agents be 
invited to the information forums and all degrees and be given a chance to speak.  These 
professionals will enhance your event by discussing one of the main reasons why we were 
founded.   All you need to do is ask. 
The appropriate attire for all degrees is jacket and tie for candidates and sideliners.  
Minimum attire is slacks and a shirt with a collar.  No shorts or tank tops should be 
allowed.  We need to present a very positive image as new Knights progress through the 
degrees of our Order.   
I mentioned RCIA graduates in my February and April recruitment articles.  I have no 
knowledge of what the state results are for recruiting these new Catholic gentlemen, but I 
would like to let you know of the success of St. Michael’s council 11632 in Poway CA.  
The council under the leadership of Grand Knight Tom Drzewiecki held a First Degree for 
six new members on April 23rd.  All are recent graduates of the RCIA program.  Five 
were from this year’s class and one from the 2006 class. This is fertile territory and should 
be explored. All you need to do is ask.     
As I wrote previously, why not make joining the Knights of Columbus a continuation of 
their formation?  Let them know there is no better way to acclimate into the parish than by 
becoming a member of the local council.  Let them know that committed knights and their 
families are doing their best to practice Christ’s commandments.  We serve our fellow 
man, especially those less fortunate, and standing together in Christian witness, we are a 
light in a world darkened by materialism, cynicism, and secular humanism.  All you need 
to do is ask. 
Thank-you for your continued recruitment efforts! 
John Giltner, PGK. FDD, State Recruitment Chairman 
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Parish Round Table Program Report 
Last week I received a very good incentive announcement from Supreme pertaining to our 
Round Tables Program. Council’s that have not submitted Form #2629 with the names of 
their Church Coordinators yet, will also count for next year as well. Do the paperwork now 
for this Columbian Year and you will not have to do it again after July 1, 2008 for the 
following year. In the process this will also give next years Team a big jumpstart towards 
their quota as well. It will also open the doors to starting recruitment drives earlier that 
usual. 
With a total of 259 Round Tables already on the books, this is quite an accomplishment. 
However, we only added 4 new additions last month. Quebec still leads the Order with 472 
but we have left all the other large States in the Union in the dust. Thanks to all your hard 
work this is quite thrilling for me. Taking into consideration that not too many years ago 
this Jurisdiction wasn’t able to make the quota assigned to them. 
Finally the time is at hand where the Council Officers need to start compiling the Annual 
Round Table Report of Activities. This is Form # 2630 located on the Supreme and State 
websites and the Grand Knights Handbook. You would be surprised how quickly those 
volunteer hours add up even with a small group of Round Table Members. It is a proven 
fact that Councils with an active Round Table Program far out perform those Councils 
without them. In addition they usually add at least three New Active Members per Parish 
annually. During the past 3-5 years most of your New Councils formed started out as 
Round Tables as well. 
I know our State Convention and election of Council Offices is coming up soon but this 
Columbian Year ends June 30th. Just to be on the safe side with reports, I would have 
them to Supreme by Friday June 27th to receive credit for this year. 
Fraternally Yours in Christ 
Donald M Keegan, Chairman 

Third Degree Schedule 
Is your District planning a Third Degree in July through September this year?  NOW is the 
time to secure the facilities and get your request for a team to your area coordinator. 
Below is the current list of Third Degrees which have been requested and/or scheduled.  Contact 
the Host District Deputy listed for further information. 
Date   Location   Host District Deputy   HDD Phone   Chapter   
06/01/08 Alta Dena Gary Ganibi, DD # 78 626-798-9048 San Gabriel 
06/08/08 Marysville William Dodson, DD #4 530-673-1890 Northern California 
06/08/08 Santa Clara Fredrick Clegg, DD #25 408-248-1266 San Jose 
6/21/08 Coachella Jay Figueroa, DD # 100 760-772-0698 Arrowhead/ 
 This Degree will be in Spanish…See next page.  Desert Valley 
06/22/08 San Clemente Tom Gillespie, DD # 91 714-962-5712 Orange County 
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Spanish Third Degree Exemplification 

Host Council: Our Lady of Soledad Council 3847 
Host District Deputy: Jay Figueroa, DD # 100 
Location:  Our Lady of Soledad church hall  
   52525 Oasis Palm Ave., Coachella, CA 92236 
When: Saturday, June 21, 2008 
 Candidate Registration: 12:30 PM 
 Degree Starts  : 1:30 PM 
Honoree:   Rev. Eliseo Lucas 
Deadline to submit name(s) of candidates to host DD:  June 18, 2008 
Degree Fee charged to councils escorting candidates: $15 per person. 
Make checks payable to: Jay Figueroa and mail in advance to: 
   DD Jay Figueroa 
   38327 Grand Oaks Ave. 
   Palm Desert, CA 92211-1251 
Requested dress for candidates, sponsors and sideliners:  White Shirt and Dark Trousers. 
Candidates must have their current 2nd degree membership card with them or be escorted 
by their Council’s Financial Secretary, or an Officer who can vouch for their Degree rank. 
Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and sponsors should accompany candidates. 
Ladies Program: 

(1) Trip to Spotlight 29 Casino 
(2) Relax playing games at the parish hall 
These activities will begin at 12:50 p.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. where ladies will 
reconvene with the Knights for a No Host Social Hour before dinner. 

Dinner menu:  Green salad, BBQ beef, rice, beans, tortillas, dessert, coffee or punch 
Cost for dinner is $12 per person, paid in advance (at the time of reservation). 
Dinner reservation with payment should be mailed to: 
  3rd Degree Dinner Chairman Richard Ortiz 
  Knights of Columbus Council 3847 
  P.O. Box 2777 
  Indio, CA 92202 
For more information call: 
  Richard Ortiz, Grand Knight at (760) 469-6470 
  Jay Figueroa. DD at (760) 772-0698 
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2007 & 2008 MR Drive News 
Funds continue to trickle in for The Columbian Foundation for People with Mental 
Retardation, Inc.  Thank you for your hard work.  With 374 councils reporting, funds 
received are $776,121 for an average of $2,075 per reporting council. 
As of April 29, 2008 (the latest data available) the new leaders are: 
 Chapter   Gross Contribution  Chapter Coordinator  
 Orange County $142,100 Roland Cormier 
 Northern California $113,116 Young D. Stewart, PSD   
 San Diego Diocese $76,342 Larry Campitiello 
 Chapter   Average per Council Chapter Coordinator 
 Orange County $3,947 Roland Cormier 
 Redwood  $2,832 Robert Roche 
 San Joaquin $2,774 Al Haman 
 Council    Gross Contribution  Grand Knight 
 9487 $37,562 John A. Piccolo  
 4041 $22,254 Dean R. Henderson 
 982 $18,796 Joseph L. Mangiameli  
We are still looking for the funds from the 29 councils that held a drive, but have not 
turned in their funds.  These are public funds and they must be turned in expeditiously.   
It is time to start planning for the 2008 MR Drive that is scheduled for October 17, 18 and 
19.  Your MR Chairman should be selected now and listed with all other program 
chairmen.  For this event to be a success, you need to plan well in advance of the drive.  It 
is not too early to start asking your volunteer sources to set aside this weekend to 
participate.  Review how the council has performed the last few years.  Your new 
members may have a different slant on raising the funds.  It is not the same thing year after 
year that brings in the most funds.  Soliciting funds in front of stores and on your Parish 
patio are only a part of how the most successful councils have raised over $18,000.  WE 
ARE LOOKING FOR 100% PARTICIPATION THIS YEAR.  Please remember this is 
our most visible event held in local communities throughout the state and, it is a great 
recruitment tool.   
John Giltner, PGK, FDD, MR Foundation PR Chairman 
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Supreme Press Release 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
 
 

Pope praises Fr. McGivney as an "exemplary American priest"  
Homily at St. Patrick's Cathedral cites his "vision and zeal"   

(NEW YORK, NY) - During his homily at this morning's Mass for 
Clergy and Religious at St. Patrick's Cathedral, Pope Benedict XVI 
made special mention of "the remarkable accomplishment of that 
exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, whose 
vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus."  
McGivney's cause for sainthood is being considered at the Vatican, 
and the Pope declared him a venerable servant of God in mid-March. 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson made the following statement 
regarding the Pope's remarks: 
  
"This morning, Pope Benedict reminded America's clergy that the 
'secret of the impressive growth of the Church' in the U.S. was a 
'unity of vision and purpose - rooted in faith and a spirit of constant 
conversion and self-sacrifice,' and held up as a prime example our 
founder, Fr. McGivney.   
  
"The Pope's selection of Fr. McGivney as a role model for today's 
priests and religious is very important for us.  Thousands of priests 
are among the 1.7 million members of the Knights of Columbus, 
including Cardinal Egan and hundreds of others in the Archdiocese of 
New York.  Each and every day, all of us in the Knights of Columbus 
look to Fr. McGivney's vision and example as a guide to our work of 
charity and evangelization.  At a time when our priests are in need of 
our support more than ever, the Pope's promotion of Fr. McGivney as 
a role model for clergy everywhere is both timely and enormously 
appreciated.  We pledge our fervent support for his call to revitalize 
and renew the Catholic Church here and around the world."  
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Fraternal Benefits News 
Magdaleno Completes Knights of Columbus Field Agent School 
Louis Magdaleno of Orcutt, a field agent in the Berkery Agency, completed an intensive 
week-long training school April 7-11 at the organization’s international office in New 
Haven, Conn. 
Magdaleno qualified to attend the school based on successful completion of an eight-week 
self-study program and by achieving sales and production goals during his first 90 days as 
an agent.  He received instruction from the Order’s home office staff in such areas as 
understanding clients’ life insurance needs, recommending appropriate products to address 
those needs, and providing quality post-sale customer service, while maintaining the high 
ethical standards of the life insurance industry and the Knights of Columbus. 

 
With more than $66 billion of life insurance in force, the Order annually earns the highest 
ratings from both A.M. Best and Standard & Poor’s, and has received multiple “Best 
Practices” citations from the Insurance Marketplace Standard’s Association.  For more 
information on the Knights of Columbus, visit the Order’s Web site at www.kofc.org. 
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Los Angeles Catholic Prayer Breakfast 
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San Diego Chapter News 

 

Fr. Joe Carroll is in need of 100 Knights, families and friends to 
volunteer to work in the concession tents at the U.S. Open.  The 
Knights and families would staff opening day on June 9th and 
10th.  Fr. Joe will receive a substantial donation and will be 
allowed to collect any unused supplies left at the end of the 
tournament.   

Volunteers must be at least 15 years old to work at a concession 
stand.  Available shifts: 
6am – 2pm 
9am – 4pm     
12pm – 6pm 

Allow ample travel time to and from the event and plan on being there at least 30 
minutes prior to each shift.  Shuttle buses will take volunteers from the Del Mar Fair 
Polo Grounds to Torry Pines Golf Course.  

Each volunteer will receive:  
·Free parking & shuttle to U.S. Open 
·A meal 
·The opportunity to watch golf, before or after their shift 

Let’s show Fr. Joe our solidarity by responding to his call with 100 Knights and 
families.  There will be extraordinary media coverage for this event.  In addition to 
supporting Fr. Joe’s Villages, this will be a great public relations opportunity for the 
Knights of Columbus, San Diego Chapter. 

Contact:  Dawn Gearhart for shift preference at (619) 645-6412 or e-mail:  
dawn.gearhart@neighbor.org  

Additional questions contact: 
Carlos Cuellar, PGK, PFN, Church of St. Luke, Council 10512 
Phone #:  (619) 670-6121 
e-mail:  cicuellar@sbcglobal.net 
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Council 3585 News 
At the April 1, 2008 Business Meeting of Chief Solano Council #3585, Grand Knight 
Douglas Darling presented checks of $700.00 each for the Sacramento Diocese Priest, 
Carmelite Priest and the Sisters of the Holy Faith Retirement Funds. The funds are the 
Councils yearly proceeds from the St Patrick’s Dinner/Dance, and are split between the 
recipients every year. 
Accepting the Check for the Sacramento Diocese Priest was Fr..Michael Downey, of Holy 
Spirit Church, Fr. Sebastian Meyer, O.Carm. for the Carmelites Priest and Sister Mairead 
Langley, CHF 

 
Fr. Sebastian Meyer, O.Carm., GK Douglas Darling,  

Sister Mairead Langley, & Fr. Michael Downey 
Chief Solano Council held their OLMC Easter Egg Hunt at the Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish grounds with the help of Boy Scout Troupe 254.  This yearly function has been 
successful and enjoyed by all children participating, ages 1 to 12.  Miscellaneous 
”goodies” and prizes were handed out to all participants and the lucky ones picking the 
Prized Golden Eggs received Special Prizes. 

 
Members of Boys Scout Troupe 254 with Easter Bunny 
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Council 2431 News 

In the early afternoon on Sunday April 6th, the Alhambra Council # 2431 of the Knights of 
Columbus hosted its annual Altar Server Recognition Mass at St. Thomas More Church.  
Later that evening the Council also hosted its Second Religious Sisters Appreciation 
Dinner in the parish hall at St. Therese, completing a marathon day in which the Alhambra 
Council honored, recognized and showed its appreciation to nearly 200 very deserving 
people. 

The Alhambra Knights have hosted Altar Server Recognition Masses annually at both St. 
Thomas More and St. Therese for several years, but this year for the very first time ever, 
the Youth Choir at St. Thomas More was also included in the festivities.  Certificates of 
appreciation were presented to all of the boys and girls who came to the 12:30 p.m. mass 
and after mass they were all treated to a late pancake breakfast in the parish hall.  More 
than 80 boys and girls, some of whom are now in college, volunteer their time throughout 
each year to be altar servers at St. Thomas More.  There are also more than 40 boys and 
girls who participate in the Youth Choir.  In addition to the boys and girls, a special 
certificate of recognition was also presented to Sr. Andrea Johnson, the music director at 
St. Thomas More for her work with the Youth Choir. 

That evening in the parish hall at St. Therese, more than 50 religious sisters from several 
of the religious Orders who live and work in Alhambra were joined by several dozen 
Knights and their wives for a multi course dinner that featured Cornish game hen.  Once 
again, the largest contingent came from the Carmelite Sisters, but there were also 
representatives from the sisters of the Community of the Holy Spirit, the Sisters of St. 
Columban, and the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.  After dinner, the guests 
of honor received tokens of appreciation from the Alhambra Council and the evening 
culminated with a raffle of prized quilts and gift baskets made and prepared by Carrie-Ann 
Cabrera, the wife of Alhambra Council’s Grand Knight, Armando Cabrera. 

For the second year all of the proceeds after expenses will be donated to the Wheelchair 
Foundation in the names of the Orders of the religious sisters who attended the dinner.  
The Wheelchair Foundation is an international charitable organization that supplies 
wheelchairs throughout the world to those in need.  The Knights of Columbus became a 
charitable partner of the Wheelchair Foundation several years ago and since then the 
Alhambra Council has been one of the driving forces of the success of this partnership in 
the San Gabriel Valley.  So far this year the Alhambra Knights have raised nearly $17,000 
for the Wheelchair Foundation, almost three times what it raised last year.  For more 
information about the Wheelchair Foundation, please visit the Alhambra Council’s web 
site at http://kofc2431.googlepages.com/alhambra and click on the link to the Wheelchair 
Foundation.   
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Prayers for Brothers, Family, and Friends 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of our deceased Brother Knights, relatives, and 
friends: 

Thomas Vanevenhoven, Former District Deputy and Past Faithful Navigator 
passed away on Friday, April 25, 2008 

Let us remember our members, relatives and friends who have had medical attention 
recently, or will have in the near future: 

Ivan Reek, State Advocate 
Judy Klinge, wife of Los Padres Past Chapter President Brian Klinge  
Robert Wilke, Orange County Chapter President  
Hank Prager, Junipero Serra Past Chapter President  

From the Webmaster 
Directors and Chairmen, is your program properly featured on the State Web site?  Please check out the 
web site and see if you want news and announcements posted there.  Also, do we have your forms 
available?  The webmaster will be happy to help you develop your pages. 
If you want your council, assembly, or chapter website linked from the state web site, www.kofc-
california.org , please have the webmaster send the link information, as well as contact information to 
Peter Dreisbach at CaKofCwebmaster@comcast.net. 
All information regarding Council, Assemblies, Districts, and Chapters and their officers on the web site 
is provided by the state office.  If it’s wrong on the web site, it’s probably wrong at the state office.  
Please copy the state office on all corrections sent to the webmaster.  
Also, please note that minor changes are grouped and made once a month shortly after the  
California Knightletter is posted.   

About The California Knightletter 
The California Knightletter is posted to the California State Council Web Site after the sixth of each month for download in PDF 
format.  PDF readers can be downloaded for free from www.adobe.com.  Both the full color and black & white version will be 
available for download and distribution. 
Would you like to see your Council news here? Prepare up to one page including pictures, describing your Council’s recent 
events or achievements.  Please send in Word format (.doc) to the Editor.  Picture formats (.jpg, .gif, etc.) are acceptable for 
pictures and artwork. When preparing these reports, please be sure to write them in the third person, identify all persons in the 
photos, and describe the event completely.  Remember: Who What Where When Why. 
Also, we will publish one page flyers for golf tournaments, Bishop’s Vocation dinners, 
Chapter testimonials or significant Council anniversary dinners, and other major events.  
All input for the newsletter should be sent directly to Peter Dreisbach at 
CaKnightletter@comcast.net.  

The deadline for the next newsletter will be June 5th. 
WARNING! Due to the time required to convert them for proper inclusion, all input must 
be sent electronically, in the “content created format” (e.g. Word, e-mail, or text).    
Please write your articles in the third person and not as personal letters (exceptions: State 
Officers and Directors). 
Do not send PDF documents or images of text or flyers.  Input sent as PDF files will not be included.  Do not send scanned 
images of text.  All input is subject to minor editing to adjust for formatting. 
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