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On June 10, the Parish of St. John Vianney in 
Rancho Cordova will celebrate the fortieth 
anniversary to the priesthood of our beloved 
pastor, Father Martin Moroney.  This is an 
appropriate time to learn a bit more about 
this man who has such an influence on the 
lives of St. John Vianney parishioners.  
 
     It was no accident that a young Father 
Moroney, as a newly ordained priest, arrived 
in Sacramento in August of 1967 – leaving 
his native Ireland behind him and journeying 
to his new home in Northern California.  For 
he had chosen Sacramento as his future home 
when he entered St. Patrick’s College Semi-
nary in County Tipperary seven years ear-
lier – in September of 1960 - where he begin 
his education on the path to priesthood.  St. 
Patrick’s Seminary developed priests for 
overseas, and required that each new candi-
date obtain a foreign bishop and diocese as a 
sponsor.  It was young Martin’s cousin, with 
whom he had grown up and who was also 
attending the very same seminary, who sug-
gested the Sacramento diocese – having a 
vague idea of Sacramento through a relative 
who was serving as a priest in Sacramento. 
     It was the “rural” nature of Sacramento 
that appealed to young Martin. Having been 
born and raised in O’Callaghan’s Mills - a 
small village in County Clare in the west of 
Ireland - he grew up on a small farm, the old-
est of five children.  Even to this day, Father 
Moroney prefers the open countryside to the 
enclosed city – and he carries a lit tle piece of 
his rural Irish homeland in his heart, which 
he recharges each year when he returns to 
visit his family and friends. 
     Upon arrival in Sacramento, his first as-
signment was to St. Mel’s in Fair Oaks – 
which was only short-term before then 
Bishop Bell assigned him to St. Anthony’s in 
the town of Mt. Shasta.  He served for over 
two years in this small lumber town in the 
Cascade Mountains, and it was here that he 

learned to ski on the slopes of Mt. 
Shasta.  In 1970, the Bishop re-assigned 
Father Moroney to St. Theresa’s in 
South Lake Tahoe, where he remained 
until 1976 – when he returned to Sacra-
mento to serve at Sacred Heart in mid-
town.  In 1978, he transferred to All Hal-
lows on 14th Avenue in Sacramento, 
which was his final posting as an Associ-
ate Pastor. 
     For his first twelve years as a priest, 
Father Moroney had been an assistant, or 
associate pastor, in all of the parishes in 
which he served.  This is normal proce-
dure for the Church, as it allows young 
priests to gain experience before assum-
ing responsibility for their own parish.  
But in January 1981, Father Moroney 
took over his own parish, as pastor of St. 
John’s in Quincy.  He was now also re-
sponsible for the mission church in 
nearby Greenville.  For 12 years, he 
served as the spiritual leader of the 
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Father Moroney: Forty Years and Counting! 

Blood Drive  
A Blood drive will be held June and in 

August 

June 2007 

Calendar 
June 6                             7:15 PM 
Monthly Planning Mtg.  
             /Officers Mtg. 
        Dwyer Hall - Fireside Room 
June 9                             6:30 PM 
Father Mor oney 40th 
Anniversary Dinner 
        Parish Hall 
June 10               12:00 Noon 
Father Moroney 40th 
Anniversary Mass 
June 9-10 
California Capitol Air Show  
             Mather Field  
June 14                            7:15 P.M. 
General Business Meeting   
        Dwyer Hall - Fireside Room 
June 17 
Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast/ 
Blood Drive 
Managed by Catholic Daughters 
June 28—July 4 
Fireworks Booth 
             Church Parking Lot 
July 5                              7:15 PM 
Monthly Planning Mtg.  
             /Officers Mtg. 
        Dwyer Hall - Fireside Room 
July 12                            7:15 P.M. 
General Business Meeting   
        Dwyer Hall - Fireside Room 
July 15                
Officer’s Initiation Ceremony 
             St. John Vianney 
             Parish Hall 

www.ranchoknights.com 
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Advocate - Al Dumont  

Volunteers Needed!  

Fireworks Booth &  
Independence Day  

Celebration  
Mike McBride is taking signups for 
the Fireworks booth staffing.  The 
“good slots” go first come / first 
served.  This is a “manpower inten-
sive” endeavor, but results in big re-
wards for the Council and the Parish, 
so all able Knights are requested to 
work at least one shift.  It’s low key, 
and a way to meet a lot of the parish-
ioners who come by to buy their fire-
works. 
Please contact Brother Mike McBride 
at  (916) 361-8305,  
or e-mail:  
mike.d.mcbride@aphis.usda.gov 
The Knights will also be handling 
various other duties during Rancho 
Cordova’s Independence Day Cele-
brations—so head’s up—try to hold 
some time open over the Fourth to 
help out. 

Saturday, June 9, 2007 
St. John Vianney Parish Hall  

SOLD OUT 
If you have already purchased your 

tickets for the dinner, remember 
that doors open at 6:30 pm. To 

honor Father Moroney on this occa-
sion, we ask that guests dress in a 

“business casual” attire. 
Also, volunteers are still needed for 

hall setup, selling drink tickets, 
staffing the bar.  Contact Joe Gali-

peau if you can help (638-1316). 
 

Sunday, June 10 , 2007 
12:00 Noon 

Father will be celebrating his 40th  
anniversary mass at the Noon Mass, 
followed by a “finger food” potluck 
reception in the Parish Hall.  Please 
plan to attend, and bring your favorite 
“f inger food” dish for eight people. 
 
Father has requested “No Gifts, Please”.   
If you feel the need to give something, he 
has requested that donations be made to 

one of the following: 
St. John Vianney School Endowment Fund 

The Food Locker 
Or … 

To the charity of your choice. 

Father Moroney’s 40th 
Anniversary Celebration   

The following is the list of nominated 
officers for the 2007-08 Columbian 
Year.  Elections will be held at the 
June, 2007 General Business Meet-
ing—at which time additional nomina-
tions may be made. 
 
Grand Knight - Brian Danzl  
Deputy Grand Knight - Paul Labbe  
Chaplin - Fr Moroney  
Warden - Ken Schlim  
Inside Guard - Chuck Kinney  
Outside Guard - Frank Rogers Smith  
Chancellor - Red Sahagun  
Treasurer - Mark Barros  
3rd year Trustee - Joe Galipeau  
2nd year Trustee - Tom Loftus 
1st Year Trustee - Frank Donagher  
Lecturer - Cal Schell  

Welcome New Knights!  
At the First-Degree Exemplification 
held on May 10, our ranks increased  
with the addition of three new 
Knights: 

Dennis Reed 
Tek Pin 
Al Bertha 

Please take a chance to introduce 
yourself and welcome our new 
Brothers to the Council. 

   Will you be ready to change occu-
pations when you reach your com-
pany’s mandatory retirement age?  If 
you do not have an adequate monthly 
income at that time; there’s a goods 
chance that you will be working at low 
paying, part time jobs just to maintain 
a decent standard of living. 
   Well over 50% of the people who 
retire need supplemental income be-
cause they find that their retirement 
benefits and company pension plans 
cannot keep up with inflation and ever 
rising cost of living.  And no one 
wants to drastically reduce their stan-
dard of living after they spent their 
working years trying to raise it. 
   We want you to enjoy your retire-
ment years in dignity.  Let me help 
you plan to be comfortable. 
 
Dennis Ware –  
Field Agent and Brother Knight 
530-885-9091    ddware@cwnet.com 

Insurance Report:  

WILL YOU BE READY? 
         Dennis Ware—Field Agent 2007-08 Columbian Year 

Nominated Slate of  
Officers  

Thank You!  
My deepest gratitude for your 
thoughts, prayers and wishes dur-
ing my wife Ivy’s recent illness—it 
has made this difficult time more 
bearable.  I am relieved to report 
she is doing much better. 

            Chuck Kinney 

Flag DayFlag Day  
June 14, 2007June 14, 2007  
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Heavenly Father, you create us in 
your own image and you desire 
that not even the least among us 
should perish.  In your love for 
us, you entrusted your only Son  
to the holy Virgin Mary.  Now, in 
your love, protect the unborn to 
whom you have given the gift of 
life. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Off icers 

Grand Knight                      Joe (Linda) Galipeau                         638-1316 
Deputy Grand Knight         Brian (Victoria) Danzl                       826-1470 
Chaplain                             Fr. Martin Moroney                           362-1385 
Recorder                             Steve (Diane) McDonald                   857-1989 
Financial Secretary             Charles (Helga) Popp                        361-2130 
Treasurer                             Mark (Kathy) Barros                         638-3851 
Chancellor/Membership     Paul (Deette) Labbe                           369-1746 
Warden                               Ken (Cathy) Schlim                           363-1562 
Advocate                             William (Myrtle) Benjamin               363-8909 
Lecturer                              Charles (Sandra) Clark                      638-2501 
Inside Guard                       Frank (Tari) Rogers-Smith                631-3513 
Outside Guard                    Chuck (Ivy) Kinney                           635-6634 
3rd Year Trustee                  Walter (Adora) Nolasco                    631-9280 
2nd Year Trustee                  Frank (Elizabeth) Donagher              361-7032 
1st Year Trustee                  James (Doroise) Webb Sr.                 631-7671 
District Deputy                  Frank (Elizabeth) Donagher               361-7032 
Insurance Agent                  Dennis (Mariann) Ware           (530) 885-9091 

I f you know of a death within our 
Knights of Columbus family, please con-
tact Brother Chuck Kinney @ 635-6634 
and the Worthy Grand Knight  
Joe Galipeau @ 638-1316. 

Deaths 

June Birthdays 
Brother Bill Benjamin underwent surgery 
on June 6, and is now recovering.  Please 
keep him in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Ivy Kinney is recovering from surgery, 
and is on her way to a full recovery—but 
please continue to keep her in your 
thoughts and prayers 
 
If you know of a Brother Knight or a 
family member who is sick or in the hos-
pital, please contact Brother Chuck 
Kinney @ 635-6634 

A man ninety years old was 
asked to what he attributed 
his longevity. I reckon, he 
said, with a twinkle in his eye, 
it's because most nights I 
went to bed and slept when I 
should have sat up and 
worried.  

-Dorothea Kent 
American Actress, 1916-1990 

June 9     George & Patricia Perkins 
June 11   Brian & Victoria Danzl 
June 11   Steele & Shirley Houx 
June 14   Harold & Kathleen Hunt 
June 19   Earl & Jean A Bollinger 
June 20   Elmer & Doris Vota 
June 21   Fidelis & Estelle Eke 
June 22   Phillip & Herminia Ollinger  
June 22   David & Lina Gorospe 
June 25   Patrick & Carole Orelli 
June 26   Mark & Becky Johnson 
June 27   James & Lillian Thomas 

I l lness 

The deadline for all correspon-
dence for the next issue of  The 
Banner  is the 20th of the month 
prior.   
Send notices, correspondence, 
and commentary to: 
 
Fred Klose            
fklose@comcast.net 
Tel:        916-638-8999       
Fax:       916-638-8993 

Happy Father’s Day! 
Father: Protector, Provider, 

Teacher, Guide, Advisor, Playmate, 
Friend  

Cherish your father or  
your father’ s memory 

June  
Anniversaries 

June 2         Evangeline Nanoo 
June 5         Theresa Anuszczyk 
June 11       Dawn Klose 
June 13       Elmer Vota 
June 13        Stanley Brown 
June 13       Paul Vasalech 
June 17        Manuel Ramirez 
June 20       Mary Pavelchik 
June 22       DeAngelo Ellington 
June 23        John Gregory 
June 24       Mike McBride 
June 25       Nanette Villanueva 
June 25       Todd Wells 
June 27        Brian Mackiewicz 
June 29       Msgr. Cornelius O'Leary 
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the first time as Pastor of St. John Vian-
ney Parish. Since that day, he has been 
asked by the diocese if he would like to 
move to a new parish, but so far, his an-
swer has been that he is happy with his 
position at St. John Vianney, and that 
there is still much he can do here. 
     Since his arrival, there have been 
many improvements in the Parish.  For 
example, outreach to the Hispanic com-
munity has resulted in a full -fledged 
Spanish program – with regular Spanish-
language masses.  The parish has just 
recently initiated a special program for 
the growing Indonesian community in 
the area – with an Indonesian mass held 
once each month.  Father Moroney is 
very proud of his parish, and the fact 
that, in spite of the diversity, it is one 
community.  Various parish organiza-
tions, like the Knights of Columbus, the 
Catholic Daughters and Caring Connec-
tions all work for the betterment of the 
parish and the Rancho Cordova commu-
nity in general.  He is glad that the 
$200,000 debt that was burdening the 

(Continued from page 1) 
Catholic community in these two small 
towns in the mountains of Plumas County, 
and twice each week, he drove the 22 miles 
each way to Greenville to say Mass. While 
serving in Quincy, he was conscripted into 
the “chain gang”, where he learned the fine 
art of measuring yardage during the local 
high school football games. 
     In 1993, Bishop Francis Quinn asked Fa-
ther Moroney if he would consider moving to 
St. John Vianney Parish in Rancho Cordova.  
After spending a few hours with then-pastor 
Monsignor Wallace in walking around the 
grounds, checking out the church and the 
school, Father Moroney was on his way back 
to Quincy – his intent being to turn down the 
offer.  As he was driving up the Feather 
River Canyon, he prayed for guidance – and 
it came to him.  Upon reaching Quincy, he 
telephoned Monsignor Wallace and told him 
that he would accept the position as Pastor of 
St. John Vianney. 
     On May 18, 1993, Father Moroney cele-
brated his last Mass in Quincy, and the fol-
lowing day – May 19, 1993, he said Mass for 

June 17, 2007 

parish when he arrived is now paid off.  In 
fact, the parish school endowment fund has 
grown to a point that the interest earned 
will soon help to support the parish school.   
     For forty years, Father Moroney has 
devoted his life to serving God and the 
people of Northern California.  He has 
served in some far-flung corners of the 
state, but spent more than half his time 
here in the Sacramento area.  He still loves 
the mountains, and the outdoors, and even 
manages to play golf with his fellow 
priests once a week.  Still a proper Irish-
man, he loves sports, and when a spare 
moment arises, he likes to watch football 
and basketball on the television.  He re-
mains a strong force in the lives of his con-
gregation, and particularly in the lives of 
the children attending St. John Vianney 
School who love his sermons during the 
student masses.  In 2005, Father Moroney 
renewed his commitment to continue his 
service at St. John Vianney for another six 
years – so we are looking forward to his 
support and guidance for the future. 

Father Moroney: Forty Years and Counting!   (continued.)      
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